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Animal Friends Humane Society

1820 Princeton Road Hamilton, Ohio 45011
513.867.5727 « http.//www.animalfriendshs.org/

SPRING 2023 NEWSLETTER

ANIMAL TALES

FOSTERING

' THE BEST WAY TO HELP A SHELTER PET!

’

Undoubtably, you have heard the phrase "fostering saves lives” in regards
to animal welfare before. Our foster program at Animal Friends is indeed an
essential tool designed to support our most vulnerable animal populations.

For the past year, our Cat Care Coordinator, Kim Sunberg, and our Dog Care
Coordinator, Nancy Patton, have diligently continued to build a robust,
dedicated group of fosters for our shelter residents. Qur foster families
provide a safe environment for animals to call their temporary home until
they can be adopted. In 2022 Animal Friends placed 155 dogs into foster
homes and 762 felines,
mostly orphaned kittens,
which without fosters, it
would be impossible to
save. These volunteers
make it possible to provide
the specific needs and care
required for all these dogs
and cats.

How does fostering
make a difference? Our
fosters increase the
number of animals we can
care for by increasing felines placed
space at the shelter and in foster!
giving animals the best
possible place to wait until they find a loving home. It also provides the
shelter with valuable information about that animal’s true personality, which
is not able to be learned by interactions in the shelter environment. Newborn
kittens who cannot survive without round-the-clock feedings must be in a
home with caregivers. Shy and frightened animals who need socializing don't
do well in the noisy chaotic shelter atmosphere. Long-time residents of the
shelter often need a break from the stress of life in a kennel day after day.
Sometimes an animal needs time to recover from an illness or injury before
adoption. Kittens and puppies need a foster home until they receive
vaccinations and/or weigh enough to be spayed or neutered. Mother cats and

dogs need a quiet space to feed and care for their litter.

Living in a kennel or cage is a stressful existence for dogs. The
noise and activity make it hard for most to relax. "Dogs who live in
homes sleep approximately 14 hours each day, while dogs in
shelters only sleep just under 11 hours each day. Trying to sleep in
a shelter is like trying to sleep with noisy neighbors. You can't get
in a good nap during the day." explains Nancy Patton. Cortisol
levels are directly related to stress. Fostering lowers a dog’s cortisol
immediately.

Prancer was a terrified little dog who hid under his bed in the
shelter for over two weeks. He would allow no one to touch him
without snarling and snapping and showed no signs of getting any
better. After less than 5 minutes in his foster home, Prancer showed
his true playful,
loving self. Being in
a home instead of
the scary kennel
allowed his true
personality to
emerge and
provided a place for
his new forever
Mom to meet and
fall in love with him.

In some cases, it

Prancer in the shelter, hiding under

his bed for 2 weeks is |_mp055|bleforan
animal to recover

from an injury or illness in the shelter and must be place in a home
forin order to recuperate or get healthy enough for surgery.
"Knowing | have a safe, low stress, place to put cats and kittens that
need medical treatment, or just a place to gain weight until they
can be treated and then adopted is amazing,” says Kim Sunberg.
Recently, four kittens, Sampson, Occi, Medusa, and Iris, needed a
safe place to stay until they were big enough to have their infected



eyes removed. Kim explains, “Without a foster they would have ended up scared and lonely in a
cage for a month until they were ready for surgery. Living with a foster they were well socialized
and easily transitioned to their new homes afterwards.”

Fostering offers the one-on-one attention and loving comfort that only a home setting can offer,
which is precisely what some animals need to heal either physically or mentally. We are always
looking to welcome new foster volunteers into the Animal Friends family-
it's the best way to expand the number of animals we can save in our community. You don't need
previous animal experience to become a foster, just a love for animals and a willingness to learn.
Regardless of the amount of time you can commit, there is a foster opportunity to fit your
availability. Of course, there are some animals looking for a more long-term foster, but
particularly for dogs, we're happy for you to foster even for a weekend getaway.

Prancer, now Alfie, with his
forever mom Jeanine

to Animal Friends!

Meet our new Executive Director

Anna ; Originally a social worker, in 2007 | made the career
Friedman _ A leap from clinical therapist to Director of Volunteers and
Community Outreach at Anderson Animal Shelter in
South Elgin, lllinois. While working in that capacity |
continued to stay connected with folks | had met
through volunteering and in 2008 a small group of
passionate, motivated and naive 20-somethings
founded One Tail at a Time. Initially a volunteer and
foster based organization, in 2010 we were able to ®
support our first staff person and | was honored to ‘

¢

accept that role. Since that time the organization has
grown exponentially, with an adoption center,
veterinary clinic, gift boutique with adoptable free
roaming cats and a behavioral and training center.
Moving to the Cincinnati area in December of 2017, | spent a year as the Shelter Director at newly
formed Clermont Animal Care before parting ways to focus on the arrival of our son. After a few
months out of the work world, | returned to a job in non-profit healthcare as the clinical
operations manager. Though I loved the mission and my colleagues too, animal sheltering still
had my heart. Seeing the posting for this role felt like kismet and though there may have been
some twists and turns along the way, I am beyond thrilled to be a part of the future of an

organization that is such a cornerstone in the community. It's already clear AFHS embodies the l
forward thinking mindset of minimizing barriers to adoption and pet ownership that made me
passionate about this field in the first place and I'm grateful to be part of such a dynamic team of g
both staff and volunteers! SS
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Interview with the #1

Butler County Dog, Turnip!

Name:
Turnip

HOGET R

Fat Toad

Age:
16ish

Breed:

Chihuahua Mix

Gender:

Female Spayed

Human:
Michele DeCresce

How did you become Turnip’s Owner?

Originally found as a stray at approximately one year old, Turnip was
originally adopted out and then in 2011 came back as an owner
surrender. Michele's daughter saw Turnip while she was at one of
our partner veterinarian's (Animal Care Center) and told Michele
she wanted to adopt her for her 16th birthday. Having always had
cats, Michele wasn't originally sold on the idea but after visiting
with Turnip two more times she decided to seal the deal and on
9/3/2011 Michele officially adopted her at an Animal Friends
Humane Society Labor Day event.

Any Siblings?

Turnip is lucky to have both canine and feline siblings plus an ever
changing rotation of foster and overnight guests. Michele reports
that Turnip does great with all of them!

How does it feel being the #1 dog in Butler County?

It feels great but believe it or not, this isn't Turnip's first time being
honored with the title! This queen pulled out a hat trick as she was
also the #1 dog in 2012 when she was a spry four year old and
again in 2017 at the age of nine.

Favorite Things:

Turnip has never met a piece of food she didn't like. Though she is
slowing down a bit with age and does like her naps, she also loves
being outside--even on cold days.

Turnip's Legacy:

Some of you reading this may recognize Michele's name from her
involvement in rescue, TNR, and other local animal advocacy but
what you may not know is that Turnip was the catalyst for all of this.
As Michele explained “my heart just opened in a different way" and
ultimately that was what motivated her to become an integral part
of the rescue community.



Your Donations at Work!

Your donation changes the lives of animals like Daisy. This sweet
girl came in because she needed a lifesaving surgery. She had
never been spayed in all of her 12 years of life and so had a very
infected uterus. Pyometra can be a life-threatening infection for
an unaltered animal and is one of the many reasons that we
advocate spaying and neutering every dog! Daisy's owner had
recently passed away. The family member who took her in had
fallen on hard times and couldn't afford or drive her where she
needed to get the surgery.

We wanted to save Daisy’s life, so of course, we immediately rushed her to an awesome vet that stayed open late to
treat her. Not only that, Daisy was then adopted by that very same vet that saved her life!

The future is looking bright here at Animal Friends
thanks to extremely generous supporters like the
Butler Aerie #407 Fraternal Order of Eagles!

In September this fantastic organization donated a check

for $5,000! That money was able to cover a large portion

of the new surgery light we recently put into our clinic!

This light is instrumental in helping us care for the thousands
of animals that come through our facility every year!

You may remember Elmer, the handsome black lab, dog wardens
brought in as a stray last September. He became very sick with
pneumonia and needed more care than we could provide in the
shelter and had to spend several days in the emergency hospital
receiving 24-hour medical treatments. Elmer’s situation was very
grave for many weeks. We are happy to share that Elmer, now
Gunnar, is currently living a happy healthy life with his forever
family in Vermont!




Volunteers of the Month

Danielle Patton Sepiember 2022

Hi! I’m Danielle! I started volunteering in December of 2020. I’ve never had a dog of my own so |
have lots of love to give each pup here at Animal Friends. I'love taking the dogs on walks, hanging
outin the real life room, and doing enrichment games. This summer I also enjoyed taking
multiple dogs out on “doggie dates” so that they can have a break from the shelter. o
I’'m so grateful to a part of the amazing team of volunteers at Animal Friends. There have been

multiple volunteers that have helped me throughout my time here and I am beyond thankful to be
able to work with them. Some of our awesome volunteers do not like being in the spotlight and
would rather remain anonymous when receiving Volunteer of the Month recognition. We respect

thatand will not list our October and December 2022 VOMs. You know who you are and we truly
appreciate everything you do!!!!

Monica Tennant November 2022

“Being a volunteer at Animal Friends has given me the opportunity to interact with the animals
O O J
and help socialize them. I also enjoy assi

ingvisitors interested in adopting a cat or dog. My

daughters volunteer here too so coming to the shelter is a family experience. We have adopted two

cats and one dog and wish we could adopt more! Volunteering at Animal Friends has been .
rewarding and satisfying and it is something I plan on doing for as long as I can. The photo is me

and Finn, who we adopted in May 2018!”

Jackie Lorenz January 2023

“It’s always great to know you make difference. I retired recently and decided to volunteer at the
shelter so I talked my friend in to coming and walking the dogs with me. We both enjoy animals
and can visit while walking dogs. Then I started spending time with the shelters cats and gotinto
fostering the kittens. I also help outin the clinic’s surgery area. When it was decided to take
some of our cats to PetSmart I was happy to help so they all could find a forever home! Animals
give unconditional love and they all deserve a family and home! All the staff and volunteers at the
shelter are great with the animals, and so they should all be employees and volunteers of the
month everymonth!”

Kathy Gianfagna 7ebruary 2023

‘What an honor it is to be nominated for Volunteer of the Month! I’ve enjoyed being a volunteer
at AFHS since 2016. @' have three cats. Lilly and Willy are my fifteen-year-old rescues thatI got
as kittens, and Willy is my four-year-old foster fail. Thanks Kim! Now that L help in the surgery
clinic, I can see how cach animal is so well cared for by the great clinic staff. From the day they
arrive at the shelter to the day they are adopted, they are treated so well. I always look forward
to the Petmobile events I can do with Sarah and spending time there with the other volunteers
and animal loving people is fun. I thank all the volunteers and staff for making cach cat and dog
feel loved.”

Some of our awesome volunteers don't like to be in the spotlight and would rather remain anonymous when receiving Volunteer of

the Month recognition. We respect that and will not list our October & December 2022 VOMs. We truly appreciate everything you do!




Hearts that Care O "

IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY
Tuffy and Fluffy Henry Cynthia Papale Tanya Vance Memorial service donations
Janice Chism Jim Chism Sweet Pea Diana Bradley
Andrea Niese Justin Cole, Staff at Kroger Deli (Liberty Twp) Bruno Elizabeth Bishop
Marva Dawn Griffin Macy Family Eudie Steven Valentine
Margaret Wynn Lorraine Taylor, Marti and Ed Conaway Linus Gregery Romshe
Cliff Johnson Daniel and Eva Snider Winston Pam Mayberry and Dan Schumann
Sharon Haas Katz Teller, Richard Kruse Seymour Amberlee Finkes
Angela Faucett Michele Jenkins, Paula Polyak (SunCoke Energy), Darris and Kathryn Bear Michael Jensen
Sparks, Jenny Carson, Robert Welsh, Debbie Mench, Butler County Morty Sarah Carmella
Volleyball Officials Assn. Lb Andromeda Infinity
Barry Blomer Jane Goecke Diane Meeks Tim Meeks
Leo Geiser Glenn and Joann Mills Isabel “Bizzy" Sophia Debra Garvin
Debbi Fish Angela Popp Wes Laurie Johansen
Millard Lakes Joann and Glenn Mills Victor Lassandro and Elmer Otto Vickie and Tony Lassandro
Adam Joseph Smith Jenni Jacobs, John Smith, Brian Hasselbeck Anna Mae Burkett Nancy Kocsis, Mary Clare Schellenbach, Corvettes of Hamilton
Lou Ann Pfeiffer Angela Spaeth (Cathy Wells, Treasurer), Gristmill Condos at Walden Ponds
Lisa Jones Valorie Whitaker (Barbara Roof, Treasurer), Cindy Edens, Savannah Dunkin
Dante Hopper Shane and Christy McConnell Cathy Greene John and Catherine Greene and family, Barbara Griffin, Duke and
Betty Hargraves Sue and Russ Hargraves, Martina Anders, Lisa and Gary Platt, Kathleen Deborah Wheeler, Tara and Dave Downie, Mike and Kathy
and Craig Hamilton, Ted, Libby, Joe and Jake Fontaine, Kim Hill, Mclntosh, Marcia Nantz, Laura Barnette, Jay and Janice Bamette
Karen and Mark Lowery, Alex Roth, and the Pickleball Girls (Lori, Terri Bauer Joan Steeves, Stacy Rullman
Sandy N, Sandy D, Cathi, Jayne, Cheryl, Jean, Lee Earle Burgess Jennifer Dickson, Anne Wolcott, Peter Rosenthal, Terry and Patricia
Debbie, Mel, Kristen, and Robin), Gary Young, North Fairfield Baptist Lee, Cindy Overbye, Andrew and Joan Detwiler, Deborah Resch,
Church John Roser
Ella Barker, beloved dog Shelley Huetter Laura Smith Amy Beck, Suzanne Ritzler, Mary Ann Keller, Martina Ragle
Buttons Joan Crane Howard and Connie Weintraub Karen Weintraub
Murphy Martin and Shirley Harvey Walter Bell, Jr Dick and Karen Bell
Valerie and Mickey Dann Anderson Justin Tankersley & Bailey Barbara Tankersley
Tank Mary Alice Murrison Samuel D. Howard Anthony Pate
Lexy Mary Turek Schanuel Mary Kay Bartels Patricia Urmston, Clayton Chong, Theodore and Patricia
Lucy, bassett mix Sandra Gudgell Baumgartner, anonymous
Sherry Quick Timothy and Connie Martinkovic Sam Kay Sarver
Bentley Thompson Lisa Dunlap, Mimi Kadish, Karen Rodriguez Lola, Chuck, Holly, Patches William and Sue Sowder
Ann Mowatt Jody Platt, Linda DiBenedetto, the Paul Family, Peter Guidon, Gabriel Abby Sample Peggy Sample
Pascuzzi Cleveland Bay mare, Westerly Susan Domonkos
Jack Armstrong Rochelle DeGrenier, G.P. Thorton, Judith Jarvis, Lexie and Kay Adopted dog, Eli Eileen Goode
Campbell, Joan and Janet Fatika, John Whalen, Sandra Shelley, Nancy Brownie and Babas Leah Ralston
Clarke, Stephen and Edna Morris, Martha Wright, Thomas and Judith Shelter dog, Marty Cheri Wannemacher
Schneider, Joan Witt, MS and JS Sanderson, Donald and Cheryl Chloe and Bell Tim and Tammy Hall
Vidourek, Marcy Senour, Butler County Historical Society, Andy Kinley, Lindy, Rudy, Blondie Linda Dinkel
and Cathy Jacobs, Joan Zellner, Steve and Linda Timmer, Susan Lad Richard Watson
Horning, Don and Nancy Burdsall, Dick Scheid and Patty Hubbard, Pat Sassy and Zac Karen Shearer
Stanbery, the Cohen family (Neil, Honi, Brian and Jill), Kathleen Cedric Jalah Hanris
Thomas Champ and Tory Andrea Gemperle
Sophia Mason Michael Mason Callie John Quimby
James Compton Karen Adams

Wishlist

General items + priority items were in need of:




Hearts that Care O .

IN MEMORY OF
Wookie Walls

Wylee

Juanita

Stella

Emma

Baden

Wally

Jasper

All of our special animals
Cash

Khloe

Gabby

Ralphie

Maddie

Kirby and Springer

Leo

Bailey

Dixie

Sweet Charlie B

Haku

Cats: London and Pete
Foster

Wally

Winchester

Daisy

Fluffie

Leila

Chihuahua Amber

Pat Brennan

Alice Jeffers

Janet Fox

Sheila Manning

Joe Burnett

Andrea Mellor-Frey

Pete Jensen

Barbra Koons

Thomas Eberwein

Norma Cromer

Joan Thurber

Robert Hill

Dr.Robert Neubauer, DVM
Paula Kunka

Miss Kitty

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Totten
Diamond

Border collie Casey
Malden James Newcomb
Heath, Lucky, Lilly, Kelly, Max, Tyler
Jersey and Diesel

Misty, Ginger and Molly
Cheyenne

Jack Russell Peni
Bubbles, Snoopy, Smokey, Biffy,
Dempsey, Jade, Scruffy
Fluffy

All our four-legged friends
Nickie

Bentley

Service dog, Oden

Rizzi

Valerie and Mickey
Bailey

All our pets

Camden and Dusty

Ruby

Best buddy, Patch

Honey and Candy Taggart
Bo and Gus

Bruiser, Titan and Copper
Chip

Matthew Rotuno Johnson

GIVEN BY

Kate Walls

Doug Maze

Beverly Bruno

Tina Nadler

Martha McCarthy

David Assum

Carol Bennett

Jacqueline Wright

David and Stephany Sloneker
Linda Denham

Kim Hamilton

Tonya Fritts

Jeanine Thomas

Mary Adams

Linda Flegal

Richard Chappell

Glenn and Betty Julian
Joyce Mundstock

Patty Gifford

Joan Crane

Joan Crane

Joan Witt

Karen and Kasey Fuchs
Mike and Lizz Winchester
Jennifer Winters

Dave and Anita Freeman
Mary Stier

Glenn Cromer

Grace Hulsey, Corrie Scheidegger
Fred Jeffers

Millicent Delozier, Laurie Kile
Erica Goins

Cindy Bumett

Diane Senseman

Grace Joy

Jenny Koons

Eva Kessler

Glenn Cromer

Richard Franz, Lisa Dunlap
Shirley Hill

Donald and Susan Wykoff, Dr. Joletta Sberna
Mike Kunka

Jeanine Thomas

Kay Sarver

Margaret Callahan

Mrs. Lee Steenken

Sara Porter

Mrs. Christine Lenser

Ted Snyder

Sue Wagner

Robert Dewbrey, Robert's brother and sister-in-law
Phyllis Seidel

Cheryl Thomas

Rebecca Evans

Lora Schueller

Joanie Boothby

Debby Garvin

Maggie O'Malley

Chris Anderson

Dann Anderson

Becky Cortner

Debra Denney

Christopher Timmons

Ethan Bokeno

Lauri Macneel

Jeanie Taggart

Nancy Paden

Kellie Gleason

Dale Silver

Angela Rotuno, Alexis Fathman, Steven and Catherine Plump, The
Polk Family, Katherine Keller, Dianne Miller, Kaitlin Thomas, Judy
Grimes, Susan Campbell, Carolyn Martinich, Karen Beavers, Tayla
Buchanan, Andrew Louder, Molly Kelly, Julie and Tim Mislansky

IN MEMORY OF
Bill Goodman
Georgia, Simon and Rocky
Chloe and Annie
Rashmikant Patel
Gilbert and Jean
Mason and Rusty
Wilma Pendergrass
Karl Willman

Brenda Hahn

Anna M. (Sutton) Sims
Shirley Ann Dehart-Isaacs
Donald Duvall

Dr. Rock Alford

Robert Weekley

Jerry McCandless

Rita Milar Gates

Erin Jo Ferland
William Eggar

Rizzi

Sugar

Murphy

Rio

Bruiser (cat)

Kitty

Rosco

Betty White

Biggy (cat)

Hatchet

Tipsy Ebben

Diane Niehaus

Evan Fraser

Ruth Burchfield

Beth Tellep

IN HONOR OF
Tara Bowser

All furry kids

Heather Proctor

Ingrid and Penelope
Rusty

Thomas Carmichael
Madison Bolling

Coral Andrea - Birthday

Celebration for Bill Turner and Becky Swartz Tom and Andrea Michael, Katie Coffaro, Tabytha Lopez,

The Lydias

Granger

Sue Frazier's birthday

Franco Delsignore

Tom and Gina Helm Wedding
Peyton and Emma Beals
Anne Mills

Sampson and Ream Families
Allen J Baxter

Bonded kitties, Tavi and Phoebe
Doberman Jasper

Dr. Faith Hughes

Carrie Evans

Alex Blount

Sue Frazier and Pippa

Acuff Family - Merry Christmas
Paula Hutton

Carmen

Janis Shaw

Lisa and Dave Creelman

Bud and Romi

Honey

Gingie

Ericka lannitti

Sue Frazier

Annie

Reo

Mo

GIVEN BY

Jim and Sylvia Liles
Karen Hess

Carol Colclasure

Jayaben Patel

Crystal Sherman

Rachael Holst

Sandy Collins

Jon Calderas and Corinne Lehmann
Beverly McGuire

Lenny Sims

Ed and Donna Isaacs

Lois Duvall

Mrs. Sharon Medlock
Mrs. Sharon Medlock
Mrs. Paulette McCandless

Karen Kolesar, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Boucher, Louann McNamara

Tara Goodlander

Maria Surma

Chris Anderson

Herb and Virginia Gansheimer
Precious Secrets Sheltie Rescue
Kanravee and Mike Roaden
Candace Cook

Pam Farrish

Cheryl McGaha

Beth Mitchiner

Dave and Anita Freeman

Susan Coyle

Scott Sipe

Lynda Rust

Gary and Holly (Hildebrand) John
Lenny Sims

Karen Axelrod

GIVEN BY

Dann Anderson
Beverly Bruno

Richard Martin
Jeanne Wolfe

Susan Little

Ashley Ebersole

Gail Mansfield-Bolling
Stefanie Villanueva

Lawrence Schroder, Susie Turner
Linda Fenzel

Frank Lesniak
Constance Malone
John Rogers

Jolie Poorman
Michael and April Beals
Carolyn Soupene
Janet Schehr

Nan and Jim Porter
Steve and Carla Baer
Steve and Carla Baer
Adele Flower

Lauren Zollett

Karen Blount
Constance Malone
Peter Pride

Danniele Evans

Meg Cottingham
Natalie Shaw

Mary Sue Wentzel
Angela Hatcher
Richard Watson
Sheila Eckert
Richard lannitti
William Gracie

Sue Wagner

Paul Waisbrot
Elizabeth Bolland




Hearts that Care O

IN HONOR OF GIVEN BY

Hakiand Luffy Lori Chance Board Members

Shayna David and Stephany Sloneker

James Dean and Miss Kitty Danielle Webb

Greene Peas in a Pod Photo & Films Dana Greene Linda Dlmaway Jennifer Goris

Izzy, Oreo, Lexie Charles Luksic President, Ross Liberty Township

Castiel Samifer Winchester Laura Duff

Megan Smith, Jess Huber Ricki Mills Dee Parragh Sandy Sears

Ruth Brown & Honey Butt Mary Johnson Vice President, Fairfield Fairfield

Linda Schofield - Merry Christmas Larry and Carol Parsons

Marcia Chrupka Scott Cook Kathleen Miller Megan E. Mersch, Esq.

Dick and Peggy Moore Sarah Walker Secretary, West Chester Villa Hills, Kentucky

Brad and Ginny Foster pup Mike and Carmen Settle

Pat and Randy Gray Joanna Banta, Timothy Gray Steve Newsome

Stephen and Michael Brown Sandy Powers-Griffin Treasurer, Monroe

Cooper Short Sandy Powers-Griffin

Sophie Joseph Corvin Dr. Dave Corfman

David and Nanci Cash - Meny Christmas ~ Norma Cash DVM, Mason

Wonderful neighbors who rescue Daniel Mader

Mason and Rusty Dean Clarke

Niko Ruckh Jim and Winanne Kotula Hamélton

Meg Stephenson Mitchell

for her devotion to animals The Alford Family

Grizzly Michael Fritz Shelter H ours
Judy Royse Carolyn Soupene

PJ, Angel, Patches Julia Jelen

Kona Andrea Renner M, T, F, Sa, Su
Bruno, Sergius, Damian, Alexander, Apollo  Lois Medecke .

Mick Trick Marilyn Rice ]- 2Pm = 45’ Bopm

* Donations made as of 2.26.2023
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